
Mortal's Well-Being Trust successfully organised its debut episode

of Mortal's Symposium with Mr. Raghav Kohli as the honourable

speaker. This educational and informative webinar on the topic

"The Right to Freedom of Speech" helped in getting a better

understanding of this contemporary subject of study with insights

into the historical perspective as well. The webinar was attended

by 80-100 participants.

Mr. Kinjalk Sharma, the Founder of this organization, served as

the Moderator for Mortal's Symposium Episode-1.

Mr. Prabhav Tripathi, the Editor-In-Chief of this organization,

served as the Stenographer for Mortal's Symposium Episode-1.

On historical accounts:

"If we look into the historical perspective, we find the trail of

philosopher Socrates in the year 399 BCE as a perfect example

regarding the curtailment of Right to free speech and expression

on a public platform. He was charged with two impious acts- for

failing to acknowledge the gods that the city acknowledged and for

introducing strange gods in the society. It was concluded that he

did this to corrupt the youth of the city-state as the trial

progressed.
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"The role of press in a country’s functioning has been

axiomatic from a long time but the highly contagious virus of

fear and favour has started invading the cells of journalism"

Public’s trust in the global media houses has been downgrading

since it started protecting and painting the lies of high-authority

officials and presenting them as golden words of gospels. If we dig

a little deeper to the not-so-recent past, we find US President

Eisenhower’s lies about the U-2 spy plane, President Johnson’s lies

about the war in Vietnam and President Nixon’s lies about the

Watergate as some very firm instances to support this point.

Moreover, these shreds of evidence were extracted by scratching

just the superficial level of the pit that stores the darkest secrets

of history about the wrongful manipulation of media by using

means of fear and favour.

Importance of a free and independent media is to be realized not

only by the journalists but also by the people who run a

democratic state which is captured in the cobweb of sectarian

interests. Correspondents who try to counter the traditional

practices of biasness are pressurized, terrorized and are pressed

on their soft emotional spot until they finally break. 

The politics of “fear or favour” used by

tyrants, who hide behind the façade of one

of the most successful world leaders, has

led to the creation of a population where

more than half are brainwashed, and the

rest are silenced to such extent that even

their screams cannot be heard.

The whole notion of journalism has been

forcefully altered by the power-hungry

forces that are converting it into a toy for

the mere purpose of distraction, diversion

and entertainment. This is unacceptable. It

is time for the augmentation of trust in

the media sector. It is time to clear all the

allegations. It is time to stop the dignity of

journalism from being questioned on the

pedestal of truth. It is time to raise voice

before the truth is stifled, once again.

When all organs fail, the fourth organ of

the State rises.  There are still many press

correspondents and organizations that

fight against this pandemic of

misinformation. There are journalists who

work actively in preventing the spread of

doctored facts and improper interpretation

of what leaders say. The freedom of press

is of cardinal significance, especially

when there is still a ray of hope that the

power of media’s transparency and

expression shall let no fear or favour put

a scratch on its reputation. The only

question is: Is the world ready to stop the

blind acceptance?
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Everyone is familiar with the digital world but the harm that

unprotected internet causes is known to a very few and to

safeguard this platform International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights (ICCPR) has taken some vital steps.

Privacy on the internet? It is an oxymoron. Well, this statement

will be more clear once we learn the faults of unprotected internet

but before jumping straight onto the hindrances, what digital

privacy is should be understood. Digital Privacy is the collective

definition of seclusion over the internet world. It embraces three

sub-related categories: Information privacy, Communication

privacy, and individual privacy. Let us take an example like one

person may or may not be comfortable in revealing his/her identity

over the web. Digital Privacy then, is when the information

obtainable online about a given person is within his or her comfort

zone.

We are often told that our data is exposed and that we lack

complete privacy. There are numerous threats to online privacy like

more widespread tracking and government surveillance. “We create

our own digital traits that hackers and companies alike capture and

use for a variety of marketing and advertisement targeting.” 

The following quoted lines mean that our

data is exposed through digital medians,

such as social media, we are also more

sensitized to privacy issues.

After all the disadvantages being

mentioned, a very common question

arises that why is digital privacy

important? Well here is a brief answer

for the same:· It is very crucial to have a

better understanding of how your

personal data can be moulded and used

against you.· Even slight lapse can cause

a great loss of your private

information.Thus, keeping your personal

information is your right but moreover,

it’s your responsibility. It is your prime

duty of responsibility to use and manage

the information correctly and cautiously.

Now that we have finished discussing its

importance and hindrances, moves of

the government officials to provide

internet privacy to the commoners shall

be taken into consideration. UN General

Assembly adopted a treaty called

International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights (ICCPR) which came into

force on 23 March 1976, following 53

other articles. In Article 17, digital

privacy was given its importance. Article

17 stated that “No one shall be subjected

to arbitrary or unlawful interference

with his/her privacy, family, home or

correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks

on his her honour or reputation.”
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A country so poor,

War raging everywhere.

What’s happening now? 

The Sparking of Conflict:

“The beginning of every war is like opening the door to a dark room.

One never knows what is hidden in the darkness.”-Adolf Hitler.To

understand the current scenario of any situation, one must

comprehend the root cause. We must know what started the on-going,

devastating conflict in one of the poorest countries in the Arab

nations to fully realize the gravity of the situation.        

The Yemen Crisis began with the 2011–12 revolution as part of the

uprising ‘Arab spring’ in the region against President Ali Abdullah

Saleh. He had led his country for 33 years. Saleh had been made to

leave his office in early 2012, as part of a negotiated agreement

between the Yemeni Government and the opposition groups. The

Presidency of the government of Yemen had been passed over to and

led by Saleh’s former vice president, Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi. After

the transition of leadership, Hadi faced several problems which he

struggled to deal with. The problems that he faced were to unite the

deeply divided political landscape of his country and fend off the

threats that had been posed by the Al-Qaeda, the Houthi militants, and

other jihadists’ attacks, combined with corruption and severe

unemployment of the population. Apart from that, even after his

backing down from the role of President, several security personnel’s

loyalties still lay with Saleh.

The Houthis thus took advantage of

President Hadi’s struggle to maintain

his country, and with the external

support of the Iranian government,

took control over the Northern land

of Saada as well as surrounding

areas. Disenchanted by the transition,

a substantial segment of the

indigenous population of Yemen

began to support the Houthis, and

hence, took over the capital of Saada.

Ultimately, when the Houthis and the

forces loyal to Saleh attempted to

gain power over the entire country,

Hadi was forced to flee to Aden in

March 2015.

While in Aden, President Hadi

regrouped and decided to take action

against the Houthi forces in his

country, while living in exile. He was

backed up by Saudi Arabia, which

feared that the Houthis were being

supported by the Iranians, who were

their enemies. Therefore, with the

help of the forces of Saudi Arabia,

and eight other countries from that

region, an air campaign against the

militant forces in Yemen began. The

allied troops managed to free most of

the southern regions of Yemen from

the domination of the Houthis and

their allies.
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