
Mortal's Well-Being Trust successfully organized its third episode

of Mortal's Symposium with Mr. Sriram Sundaravadanan as the

honorable speaker. This interactive session on the topic "Start-up

Business: Scenario before the pandemic, current situation and

what the future holds" helped in getting a better understanding of

this subject.

Mr. Kinjalk Sharma, the Founder of this organization, served as

the Moderator for Mortal's Symposium Episode-3.

Mr. Prabhav Tripathi, the Editor-In-Chief of this organization,

served as the Stenographer for Mortal's Symposium Episode-3.

Pre-COVID Scenario:

“From 2015 to 2016, a lot of companies in both technological and

non-technological sectors came up with business ideas for

startups. They, typically, received very quick funding. Venture

capitalists had to go through tough times as their logic to invest

into these startups did not yield good results. It led to a sudden

shift from extra availability of funding to no funding at all. 
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The tale of nationwide protests began to pen down its

comprehensive chapters since the protests seeking justice for

‘Nirbhaya’ in 2012 took place. The inhuman acts witnessed by the

capital of India shook the country’s conscience. The outrage was

channeled by means of public protests. People chose different

paths, but their aim was one- enforcement of strict and better

laws ensuring the safety of women in India. In the end, all this

helped in some way to act as a deterrent to people who might

indulge in such heinous actions in the future. It is hard to assume

that the concerned authorities would have worked so swiftly and

attentively if the cries for justice had been restricted only to the

victim’s relatives.

The Right to protest peacefully is enshrined in Article 19(1) (a) of

the Constitution of India. Article 19(1) (b) assures citizens to

assemble peaceably and without arms. From the times of anti-

colonial struggle, peaceful protests, dharnas and silent marches

are being practiced to raise awareness, structuralize public

opinion and express dissent against the authorities in question.

Satyagraha and the Civil Disobedience movement are some of the

most common examples that will find mention here. By this,

people of the country are meant to serve as watchdogs and keep a

check on governmental activities, power and accountability.

I believe the government should take this

as the most-valuable, collective feedback,

to work on all the departments they are

failing to perform well in. Instead of

appreciating the acts of these citizens and

taking it in a positive way, they feel it to

be an insult to their work and integrity.

Voices of dissent are called seditious in

nature. Anyone who does not support their

decision is casually given the title of ‘anti-

nationalist.’ The term ‘protests’ is found

synonymous to ‘extreme chaos’ in the

government’s thesaurus and branded as

attempts to besmirch the reputation of the

ruling party by the opposition.

The misuse of administrative powers in

the current political scenario serves a

firm testimony to the above-stated

opinion. The imposition of section 144 of

the Criminal Procedure Code is no more a

way to prohibit an assembly of four or

more people. It has become a way to stifle

the voices asking for just and fair

decisions. It has become a way to suppress

dissent and curb the protests. It has

become a way to stop the light of truth

from reaching every single person who

lives in this “democratic” nation.

Citation of prohibitory orders, without any

logical explanations, does not surprise us

anymore. It has become common parlance

for the administrative authorities. It seems

like we are not a part of the system

anymore. We are not supposed to have any

knowledge about how a particular incident

is being handled.
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Forest fires aren’t a new phenomenon. They have existed since

the dawn of humanity. However, their frequency has increased in

the last few decades.

The first major recorded forest fires occurred in 1825. Known as

the Miramichi Fires, it destroyed 3 million acres of land and killed

at least 160 people. Fossil Charcoal indicates that forest fires have

been occurring since the appearance of flora and fauna, 420 million

years ago. However, earlier these fires were a rare occurrence with

a major fire occurring once in a while. Recently, however, the

frequency of these fires has greatly increased, with at least two

wildfires occurring every year.

The recent Amazon Rainforest and California forest fires have

woken everyone up. The damage done by these forest fires was

unimaginable. The vast area of natural habitat lost by animals and

birds in the Amazon rainforests was heart-wrenching, as was the

horrifying images of celebrities running for their lives at

California. It is the need of the hour to tackle forest fires.

Role of Climate Change

Climate change is a modern

phenomenon. It was discovered by Guy

Callendar in the 1930s, who called it the

“Callendar Effect.” Climate change was

not accepted as a real issue until 23

June, 1988, when James E. Hansen

testified that climate change was a real

issue, with his words, “The Earth is

warmer in 1988 than in any time in the

history of instrumental measurements.”

This struck up a huge debate in the

media and the world went crazy, trying

to know more about it. On that very day,

Western USA was engulfed in a huge

forest fire, which destroyed crops and

killed many. This was one of the biggest

wildfires of that time. Now, it has been

proven that climate change is the leading

factor in forest fires. The excessive

accumulation of Carbon Dioxide and

Methane has led to unwanted warming of

the earth due to the Green House effect.

However, what is not known is that

global warming has been contributing to

forest fires for a longer period of time.

For this, we need to go back to the world

wars. The world wars led to the first

cases of excessive carbon emissions.

Industrialization was new and little was

known about the ill-effects of carbon

dioxide. 

In fact, renowned scientist, Arrhenius

thought that warming of the Earth was

beneficial for humans. Although, slowly

with time scientists started to uncover

more about this sinister phenomenon.

The World Wars proved to be a major

contributor. The bombings, the battles

and the gun fires, everything gave off

carbon. 
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Rigged votes, a secret swearing-in, and the continuing reign of

long-term Belarus President led to mass protests on the streets,

spiraling Minsk into a void of violence, destruction and mistrust.

On August 9th, 2020, marked the beginning of street-wide protests,

with citizens refusing to accept President Aleksandr G. Lukashenko

as their new leader. How did this come to pass?          

The long-standing dictator of Belarus was challenged during this

year’s elections, by three women- Maria Kolesnikova, Svetlana

Tikhanovskaya and Veronika Tsepkalo-who formed the opposition

parties. After the preliminary counts, the final result stated that

Lukashenko had won by a landslide of 80.23% of the votes. The

opposition accused the polls of being rigged, due to the scrutiny being

done miserly. Svetlana Tikhanovskaya claimed that, in the places

where the votes were properly counted, she had won no less than 60-

70% votes. However, when the counts were unveiled, she was shown

to have won just 9.9% of the votes.

Presidential ceremonies in almost

every country are a thing of publicity;

a chance for the winning party to

showcase their victory. However, at

the 2020 elections at Belarus, this

was not the case. President

Lukashenko was elected, and was

sworn in as President in a somewhat

‘secret’ and unannounced manner. At

this event, which was attended by

only a few hundred of his loyal

followers, he said that he could not

abandon Belarus and that the country

needed security and consensus while

being on the brink of a global crisis.

The uproar by the opposition, as well

as the public, that followed the

revealing of the numbers, was

unimaginable.

The protests, encouraged by the

opposition, escalated quickly,

resulting in a life-threatening

situation for their leaders and the

public. Following the elections,

tension rose in the streets of Minsk,

where protestors decided to confront

the unwanted government head-on.

Water cannons, stun-grenades,

batons, etc. were used by the police to

manage the dreadful situation. The

irony was that while the President

swore ‘security’ for the population

during his tenure, brutal tortures on

the peaceful protestors continued

after the elections. The public has

commented on the party in power,

saying that the President is only

genuine towards a handful of

supporters, lying officials, and the

riot police (called the Omon).
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Article 39A of the Indian Constitution guarantees free legal aid to

the citizens of India. Free? Are the people unaware of the

privilege, or are there loopholes in the framework? A detailed

study might help here.

Legal aid is the system of help or assistance to citizens who are not

able to represent themselves in the court of law. It is, no doubt an

irony that in a nation where people prefer cheap and sustainable

resources, no one ever takes a lawyer for free until it is very crucial.

A majority of citizens who are eligible for this service apply for it

only when they cannot pay a private lawyer. This information hails

from the National Legal Service Authority (NALSA), the premier for

regulating free legal aid to the needy citizens. According to the

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, India has a better per capita

ratio than other Commonwealth countries. On the contrary, the same

report talked about the lack of lawyers working for free legal aid,

only 50 per a population of 1 million, sticking to the figures.

To further understand the law, we need to understand the basic

functions of the Legal Services Authority (LAC) Act, 1987. The law

guarantees free legal aid to the people belonging to Scheduled Caste

/Scheduled Tribe (SC/ST) Category, Women, Children, Victims of

Human Trafficking, Workers in the Industrial Sectors, People in

Custody and People below the Poverty Line (BPL). 

Apart from this, the body is

supervised by the Chief Justice of

India, as the Patron-in-Chief.

Studies suggest that people who opt

for free legal aid service is due to

lack of resources, or in simple words,

funds. 75% of people who have opted

for free legal aid in the year 2018-

2019 have revealed that dearth of

resources to hire a paid practitioner

was the primary reason. The same

report states that 22.6% of the

beneficiaries would never again opt

for the service. The survey also

informs that while 58% of the

workforce of LAC works 20 hours a

day for paid cases, 56% of LAC work

for free aid, only for 10 hours a day.

Analysis reports also point out that

16.30% of free legal aid cases actually

require some monetary involvement.

These facts can conclude that free

legal aid exists only for namesake.

Private lawyers are preferred over

free ones, citing their better

performance over the lawyers

working for free.

The next big problem that has

emerged over the years is the

increasing number of legal cases,

while free aid is given only on an ad-

hoc basis. In simple words, there are

no permanent lawyers for free aid;

they always need to be accessed from

the local authorities. This increase in

application time period often leads

people to realize that they need a paid

practitioner for the smooth working

of their legal matter. 
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A fortnight ago, India witnessed one of the ugliest scenes in the

upper house of the parliament with most of the major newspapers

of the country comparing it with a battlefield. The main reason

behind the chaos was the two controversial farm bills, which

according to the Prime Minister was “a watershed moment.” The

opposition and even some of the allies of the Bhartiya Janta Party

called the bills to be “anti-farmer.”

Protests were organized by various farmers’ unions and

organizations around the country. Despite such strong reactions

against the bills, the Farmers’ and Produce Trade and Commerce

(Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2020 and Farmers (Empowerment

and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services

Bill, 2020 – were passed by a voice vote and without a division of

votes. ‘The Telegraph’ accused the government of ‘steamrolling’

parliamentary procedure.

The Rajya Sabha witnessed chaos as the bills were being passed. A

section of opposition leaders tried to snatch documents from the

Chairperson and even broke his microphone. 

Things came to a head when Deputy

Chairperson Harivansh Narayan

Singh did not consider the

opposition’s demand for a division of

votes on a resolution to send the two

bills to Select Committee. The

government raised a motion to

suspend eight MPs for the chaos on

the previous day. After the motion

was passed, the Chairman of the

Rajya Sabha, Vice-President

Venkaiah Naidu, asked the suspended

members to leave. The suspended MPs

initially refused to leave and later sat

on a dharna outside the building of

the Parliament. The opposition

sharply criticised the suspension of

the MPs. Deputy Chairman,

Harivansh Narayan Singh serving tea

to the suspended MPs during their

protest outside the Parliament also

made the headlines.

The government passed the bills even

after facing protests from farmers’

unions and organizations all around

the country, but this is not the first

instance of such nature. In fact, the

Narendra Modi led government has

accused the Opposition of misleading

the farmers as they (farmers) took to

the roads fiercely protesting the bills

which seem to be benefitting

corporate prices over MSPs. The

opposition has said that the two farm

bills are aimed at benefitting big

corporates by doing away with the

MSP or Minimum Support Price and

demanded that the controversial bills

be sent to Select Committee for

scrutiny.
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Similarities amongst Diversities
                                            

- Anushka Srivatsan

A rocky road to a building makes way, 

To a place with unimaginable stories;

An open gate and open hearts,

Bark, moos and mews are given a free pass.

A big, blue-gated establishment stood,

Proud to provide a safe, warm hood 

For those animals who have no one,

They’re given love and can now have fun.

We walked in, eager to do our part,

To aid those in need of a fresh start;

Tales, no less than the ones we’ve heard,

Of the four-legged creatures were there unfurled.

The howls and barks that filled the air;

The sound of life couldn’t be compared.Roxy, 

Anand, Mango and Kaali,

All stood there, tails wagging happily.

Undeterred by their dark and difficult past,

None of which could’ve been forecast. 

Abandonment, torture, and mere ignorance,

Just showed mankind’s indifference;

But some emerged to help them out,

Cradling them, and understanding what they’re all about.

Whether in sickness, whether in health,

The love they give is very much felt.

Looking how far a helping hand goes,

Can show the view of an endless road;

Ten puppies, near their mother were nestling,

Another expecting dog was lying down, resting.

Such heart-felt happiness was now being spread,

You could only see a rainbow rising up ahead.

So, when you get the chance to aid,

It doesn’t matter whether they can reciprocate.

The love that they towards you will send,

Will surely be worth it in the end;

Don’t just see how different is the other,

The diversities are less important than what is similar.

All need love, and all need kindness,

And the mark that we leave will become their eyes’ brightness.

One of our Editorial Board members participated in the 3rd drive of

Mortal's Well-being Trust and wrote this beautiful poem. 


